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Peak experience

Queen Anne'’s
Matt Fioretti to
scale unclimbed
mountain

By Maggie Larrick

To those who don’t do it, mountain
climbing may seem terrifyingly inex-
plicable at best and a fool’s sport at
worst.

To Matt Fioretti, owner of Four
Winds atop Queen Anne Hill and a
mountaineering guide, climbing is
simply something he was born to do.

In October F1orett1 will take his
risky pursuit to the next level. He will
lead a party of climbers in scaling a
mountaininNepal that has never been
climbed.

“It's the full spirit of adventure, to
getona peak where there’sno garbage
and no people that shouldn’t be there,

_ that weren't properly trained.”

Nepal opened 100 unclimbed
peaks in April to mountaineers.
Fioretti chose 22,000-foot-high Kyazu
Ri because of its untrammeled nature

“The old school {of climbing] is
about the doing.”
He says the new, goal-driven gen-

- eration of climbers, who learn in the

gym, are missing outon climbing as an
art form.

“Hands, feet, hips ~ it's all the
movement and the tools you use.”

Fioretti ponders the many elements
that compose the climbing experience:
being in and enjoying nature, testing
your physical limits and skills, being
tied to your climbing partner, which
requires the ultimate trust.

“You're trusting your life to them.”

There was an instance when
Fioretti couldn’t trust a partner. On a
climb in the North Cascades, Fioretti's
partner was in the lead, placing the
pitons that hold the rope the two
climbers were using to assist their as-
cent.

For some unknown reason, Fioretti
wasn't comfortable with the place-
ment of the pitons. So, rather than use
the pitons to follow his partner, Fioretti
told his partner to rappel down to him.

“He said he wasn't feeling comfort-
able rappelling off his own anchors. |
said, "Then why would you want me to
trust your anchors?"”



g —
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Summiting peaks
a ‘fringe benefit’
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slowing, we got out and down the
mountain.”

Fioretti says becoming a first-rate
mountaineer requires putting in the time.

“Being a good climber doesn't
mean making your summits. [t means
knowing when to go up and when to
godown. Summitsareafringebenefit.”

First ascent

Fioretti isn’t intimidated by the
idea of making the first-ever ascent of
Kyazu Ri, with no known route to
follow. )

“Even on a lot of traditional routes
you get off track.”

Fioretti is not, however, barreling.

into this endeavor without planning.

He and the group of seven climbers
and trekkers he is leading will circum-

navigate almost the entire mountain,
using binoculars and a telescope to get
the lay of the land before the climbers
begin their upward journey.

“We do that on some normal
climbs.”

The climbers in Fioretti's group are
all experienced. Two years ago,
Fioretti was at Mt. Everest watching
people with no mountain-climbing
experience preparing to ascend that
formidable peak, which has killed its
share of climbers.

Fioretti was shocked to see that the
first-timers were receiving their initial
indoctrination in putting on
crampons.

The trekkers in Fioretti’s party for
the Kyazu Ri climb will stay at base
camp, which he hopes to establish by
Oct. 18, and the climbers will head up
the peak with the goal of reaching the
summit by Oct. 28.

Fioretti acknowledges thathis dan-
gerous calling can be difficult for fam-
ily — Fioretti is the only one of his
siblings who climbs — and friends
to accept.

_“But I always take them with me.
They're always there with me when

I'm climbing.”
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and its history. Kyazu Ri lies south-
west of Mt. Everest in an area where
few trekkers go. At the peak’s foot is
the village of Namchebazar, where Ti-
betans and Nepalese have tradition-
ally traded.

Destined to climb

Fioretti, who has been climbing for
17 years, says it is his destiny. In part,
he believes it was his exposure to the

< “gtewup climbingbi

about it.
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- Fioretti sayshe can never: really put
~ into words everything that climbing -

does for him, but it shows in the glow ?
that radiates- from hlm when he talks “Fi

Needless to say, that was the end of
the partnership.

A bad feeling

The intuition that warned Fiorett
not to follow his partner has been
finely honed, and one day saved not
only his life but also those of seven
people he was paid to guide.

“Tturned them back from the sum-
mit on a clear day. They were angry;
idn't know why.I was doing it.
it 'gldxdn't feel” 'ght e

vere pmned in for three days :
: sounded hke a frexght train.



